
C. H. Booth Library Minutes 
Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 
September 10, 2013 
 
Present:  Dan Cruson, Tom D’Agostino, Carolyn Faxon, Colleen Honan, Bill 
McCarthy,  Mark Principi,  Jennifer Reilly, Martha Robilotti, Michelle Rosenthal, 
Peter Stern, Michael Talluto, John Trentacosta, Shawn Fields and Beryl Harrison. 
 
Absent: Mary Kelley and Moira Rodgers 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm by Martha Robilotti, President  
 
Consideration of Minutes:  
 

Mark Principi moved to accept the minutes.  Dan Cruson seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously accepted. 
  
Public Participation: Statements were made by the following members of the 
public: 
Anne Rothstein, 78 Taunton Rd, Newtown: regarding qualities of leaders 
Liz Arneth, former Board member, Southbury: regarding recent negative reaction 
from public 
Pat Denlinger, former Board member, Southbury: regarding recent changes 
Kathy Geckle, former Board member, : regarding questions for the Board 
Joanne Zang, former Board member, 2 Camelot Crest, Sandy Hook: regarding 
previous Board hiring decisions 
Dianne Orlando, 7 Lazybrook Rd, Newtown: regarding Director transition time 
George Duncan, 86 Nunnawauk Rd, Newtown: regarding employee resignation 
Mary Thomas, former Board member, 22 Juniper Rd, Newtown: regarding Labor 
Day opening 
Maureen Rohmer, 27 Main Street, Newtown: regarding Director qualifications 
Ted Kreinik, Cadey Lane, Newtown, former Board member: regarding change at 
the Library 
Elise Silkowski, 113 Head of Meadow Rd, Newtown, former employee, : 
regarding Director and Board  
Justin Scott, 40 Parmalee Hill Rd, Newtown: letter read in absentia regarding 
employee resignation 
 
Written statements, if available, are attached to the minutes. 

 
President’s Announcements: Martha Robilotti introduced new Trustee, Michael 
Talluto. 
 



Mrs. Robilotti announced that a conference for Connecticut Library Boards will be 
held on October 25th.  Board members wishing to attend should contact Mrs. 
Robilotti for more details. 
 
Mrs. Robilotti encouraged Trustees to assist Fund Raising Chairperson, Carolyn 
Faxon with identifying potential sponsors for the Turkey Trot. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Bill McCarthy, Treasurer, presented the following 
documents: 
1.  Schedule of Revenues and Expenses-Actual vs. Budget FYE 6-30-13 from the 
draft of audited financial statements.  The final audit will be complete soon.  
Highlights: The book spending has been higher than in previous years; the 
Library's fundraising is higher than normal due to the Books Heal Hearts 
donations, a one-time event. 
2.  Review of Friends of the Library Funding.  Highlights: Installment amounts 
are adjusted for cash-flow reasons. 
3.  Statement of Income and Expense for the two months ended 8-31-13.  This 
is incomplete. 
4.  Funds Provided by Friends of the Library Statement of Revenue and 
Disbursements YTD through 8-31-13. 
5.  Treasurer Review of Payroll Changes:  the changes have been made 
accurately. 
 
Report of the Library Director: The Director's report was sent by email.   

 
Shawn Fields, Library Director reported that he implementing a schedule for 
strategic planning which has begun by hosting three public forums.  Comments 
from those forums were emailed to the Board.  Mr. Fields requests that the 
Board form a Vision Planning Committee. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Policies and Personnel:  No report. 
 

Fund Raising: Carolyn Faxon discussed details for the Turkey Trot including t-
shirts and sponsorship.  Trustees are encouraged to donate to the Turkey Trot.  
We have been challenged, as a Board to achieve Gold Level Sponsorship.  
Checks can be made to "Newtown Turkey Trot" . 
 
Building, Grounds, and Interior: Tom D'Agostino reported on the cooling and 
heating systems and the potential costs of having the leaking pumps repaired or 
replaced.  He states that replacement, though more expensive, would be 
preferable over the long term. 
 



Mr. D'Agostino mentioned Roots to Shoots, a company that is doing some 
weeding and trimming on the grounds.  They will look at the trees, some of which 
are in a weakened state. 

 
Long Range Planning: No report. 
 
Friends of the Library Liaison: Pete Stern reported on the success of the book 
sale and mentioned that they continue to seek books.  A book drive is planned in 
October. 
 
Art Liaison:  No report. 

 
Historical Liaison: Dan Cruson reported that there will be a display of penny 
banks at the Library.  He brought one example, possibly from the 40s or 50s, 
from Newtown Savings Bank.     
 
Nominating Committee: No report. 
 
Old Business: None.  

 
New Business:  Director Shawn Fields mentioned that a statue that was 
donated some time ago will be placed in the Rose Garden.  A committee to 
review gifts has been formed that includes Mary Thomas, Trustee Emeritus, and 
Michelle Rosenthal.   
 
A motion to accept the statue (in the event that its unknown value exceeds $500) 
was made by Bill McCarthy.  Michelle Rosenthal seconded, and the motion 
passed. 
 
Mr. Fields mentioned that a Documentary Filmmaker was planning to come to 
the Library to take video of the digitization process of 12/14 memorabilia.  The 
presumed prior approval for this documentary was of uncertain origin.  No Board 
action was taken due to lack of complete information. 
 
A request was made by Iron Mountain, the company that has provided a 
generous grant for storage of 12/14 memorabilia, to film the digitization process 
for the purposes of motivating and/or instructing staff.   
 
Dan Cruson moved to allow Iron Mountain to film; Bill McCarthy seconded.  The 
motion passed with a request for a Library copy and a letter from the company 
stating that the video would not be used for sales purposes. 
 
Mr. Fields stated that an organization, Autism Speaks, would like to donate 
materials and resources regarding autism.  He will forward more information to 
the Board for consideration at the October meeting. 
 



Local business owners who do not live in Newtown have requested Newtown 
library cards to be able to access Newtown databases.   
 
Bill McCarthy moved to allow local business owners to get Newtown Library  
Cards.  Pete Stern seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
Mr. Fields noted that the Library Staff feels disconnected from the Board and 
suggested the Board consider hosting a holiday party for the staff. 
 
During the Labor Day Parade there was a question of usage of the land in front 
of the Library.  Two different groups wanted to set up operations in the area. 
 
There is a suggestion that during the holiday festival period decorations might be 
used in one of the historical rooms. 
 
A motion to enter executive session was made by Michelle Rosenthal.  Bill 
McCarthy seconded.  Motion passed.  Executive Session commenced at 8:09. 
 

Executive Session ended at 9:47 pm.  
 
Move to adjourn by Pete Stern seconded by Michelle Rosenthal.  Approval was 
unanimous. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:48 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
Jennifer Reilly 
Secretary 
CH Booth Library Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













 



 



 
  



 


